Service Civil International

Russian German summer school, Berlin 2008

“Racism, Anti-Semitism & Xenophobia in Germany and Russia – what can volunteers do against it?”
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1. Introduction 
We are glad to welcome you in the German-Russian summer school! ☺

You will spend 9 days with other participants in Berlin, in a big, beautiful and dynamic city of Germany. During the summer school we will learn about different forms of right-wing extremism and current problems of this topic, especially of racism, antisemitism and xenophobia in Germany and Russia. There will be workshops and discussions about the themes, but also visits of relevant organisation and museum are planed. 

But that´s not all: you´ll also get to know new people, learn how to lead a commen life with others, do various activities (sports, party etc.) with them and have chance for excursions throughout Berlin and Potsdam. 

The main aim of this Summer School is to let you gain new perspectives and knowleges about some forms of right-wing extremism, as well as the methodes to fight against it so that you will be able to bring it into the activities with your friends when you´re back in your homeland. We believe you´ll contribute to build a harmonic and peaceful world in this way!

Before and during the Program you´ll be supported by:

Ayuna Dugarova (Group Leader: aisha22@yandex.ru)

SCI-Germany office in Bonn: 

John Myers (Project manager: john.myers@sci-d.de)

Jihye Lee (Coordnator: praktikum@sci-d.de)

SCI-Germany local group in Berlin:

Michael Gromke (michael.gromke@web.de)

Paul Knut (sciberlin@yahoo.de) 

Merle Weissbach (merle@nuclearfree.de)

Michael Götze (whoeveriwas@yahoo.de)

We hope you´ll have nice summer days in the Summer School!!!
2. What is SCI?

Service Civil International (SCI) is a voluntary organisation with approx. 40 national branches and groups worldwide. SCI aims to promote peace, international understanding and solidarity, social justice, sustainable development, and respect for the environment. SCI believes that all people are capable of living together with mutual respect and without recourse to any form of violence to solve conflicts. 

The roots of Service Civil International go back to the end of World War I when Europe had to be reconstructed and the people needed to co-operate again in a peaceful way. The first international workcamp was organised in 1920 by Pierre Ceresole and his friends in Verdun, France. Verdun was a town close to the German border which was completely destroyed during the war. 

Even though the first experience was not easy, the idea spread quickly. The volunteers from this camp wanted to inspire others to work for peace as an alternative to military service. The number of volunteers rose quickly and they also gained support from local people and governments. They started to call their network “Service Civil International”.  
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Some historical pictures of early SCI-workcamps

Nowadays the work of SCI is carried out on all the continents and ranges from reconstruction work to ecology, from social inclusion to North-South solidarity. Every year hundreds of people get inspired by the simple but powerful idea which started the first workcamp.

You would like to know more about the history, aims, structure and network of SCI? 

Here are some links, where you can easily find more information: 

( www.sciint.org (Website of SCI International) 

( www.service-civil-international.org (Website of the SCI International Archives, Bern in Switzerland)

What about SCI-Germany?
The German branch of SCI was officially registered in 1947 and is an approved independent non-profit organisation that organises around 50 workcamps every year. 
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Some pictures of SCI-workcamps today

With our workcamps we want to:

· support non-profit organisations, small initiatives and socially disadvantaged groups, 

· raise awareness about the necessity of the preservation of natural resources, 

· draw public attention to social, politicial and ecological problems, 

· promote mutual understanding and solidarity between people from different backgrounds, 

· learn from history, remember Germany’s past, promote reconciliation and fight against racism, 

· support peace and general disarmament,

· give you the opportunity to meet great people and to do something useful.
We want to remind all volunteers that SCI is NOT an alternative travel agency and that we expect a high level of motivation, co-operation and open-mindedness from every volunteer! Our workcamps are totally based on self-organisation. 

You are highly welcome to contribute your own talents and ideas (!

3. Preparation

What do you have to do before you´re coming?
Basically you should be ready to accept different people and to participate to the programs actively. And for the effective learning, please read some informations about the topic! You will find many articles in the newspaper and books, or you already learned in the school about it. Just gather the informations and make some notes. What have you learned about racism so far? How active are the right-wing extremists in your homeland? What has been done by the government, different organisations and the individuals against it till now? It would be also great if you can tell the other participants about your own experiences. Some graphical materials will also be nice.

To bring with…
· Sleeping back

· Rainwear

· International student card (It will be very useful when you want to visit museums etc.!) 

· Recipes, games, informations, pictures of your own hometown

· Information about situation in your country, some articles…e.g. about growing right-wing extremist groups (causes, character, supporters, how they function, activities, strategies, hidden agendas…), ideas what you can do…

· A big enthusiasm, smiles and good mood

Camp Adresse
Kinder- und Jugendfreizeiteinrichtung

Gaesteetage

Hosemannstrasse 14

D-10409 Berlin

How to get there…

See the info sheet!

Please let us know in advance time of your arriving and we will try to pick up you from nearest Metro station and we will explain how to get here depend by what transport you come.

4. Programs

	Saturday, 19.07

Getting to know each other!

10:00-12:00
Arriving of Participants

12:00-14:00
Lunch

15:00~

Getting to know each other

Presentation of program

(dinner time?)



	Sunday, 20.07

What will we do? What do we expect?

10:00-13:00
Talk about motivations, expectations and fears

Rules and team building

SCI presentation 

12:00-14:00
Lunch

14:00~

Sightseeing Berlin 

Evening
Sports, playing games



	Monday, 21.07

What are racism, anti-semitism and xenophobia?

10:00-12:00
Definition of racism, anti-semitism and xenophobia

12:00-14:00
Lunch

15:00~

Museum visit: Jewish Museum 



(http://www.juedisches-museum-berlin.de)

► Definitions

“Racism is the belief that a particular race is superior or inferior to another, that a person’s social and moral traits are predetermined by his or her inborn biological characteristics. Racial separatism is the belief, most of the time based on racism, that different races should remain segregated and apart from one another.” (http://www.adl.org/hate-patrol/racism.asp)

Anti-Semitism: “The belief or behavior hostile toward Jews just because they are Jewish. It may take the form of religious teachings that proclaim the inferiority of Jews, for instance, or political efforts to isolate, oppress, or otherwise injure them. It may also include prejudiced or stereotyped views about Jews.” (http://www.adl.org/hate-patrol/antisemitism.asp)
Originally the word xenophobia comes from the Greek words xénos, meaning 'the stranger' and 'the guest' and phóbos, meaning 'fear'. Thus, xenophobia stands for 'fear of the stranger', but usually the term is taken to mean 'hatred of strangers'1. Xenophobia can be understood as "an attitudinal orientation of hostility against non-natives in a given population" (http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=3026&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html)


	Tuesday, 22.07

Three forms of right-wing extremism: 

racism, antisemitism and facism
10:00-11:40
Interactive game; “Make step forward!”

11:40-13:40
Lunch

14:30~

Organisation visit: Apabiz (antifacism-organisation:

http://www.apabiz.de/)

Evening
Presentation of Russia: Perm 



	Wednesday, 23.07

“All different all equal”

Xenophobia and intercultural dialog

10:00-12:00
Interactive game: “All different all equal”

Presentation: “Perm 36, the history of political repression of facist Soviet Union” (recommend: Irina Vinnikovskaya, Ershova Kristina( Thema: Totalitarism, Xenophobia)
12:00-14:00
Lunch

15:00~

Organisation visit: AriC (Antiracist-intercultural information center Berlin: http://www.aric.de) 

Evening 
Presentation of Russia : Buryatia 

	Thursday, 24.07

“Everybody is a foreigner. Allmost everywhere.”

World without racism: Learn from the past

10:00-12:00
Workshop: “World without racism”

12:00-14:00
Lunch

15:00

Memorial and museum Sachsenhausen: A former NS-concentration camp


(http://www.stiftung-bg.de/gums/index.php)

Evening
Presentation of Poland (Aleksandra Modzelewska)



	Friday, 25.07

What can we do against right-wing extremism?
10:00-12:00
Discussion about situation with extremism in Russia and Germany: “What can we do?”

12:00-14:00
Lunch

14:00-16:00
Evaluation

16:00~

Preparing Party

Evening
Birthday and evaluation party


	Saturday, 26.07

Forenoon
Cleaning the house

Afternoon
Sightseeing Potsdam



	Sunday, 27.07

Leaving


5. Something to read...

	“Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty.”

(Article 2, United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights)



Right-wing extremism in Germany
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Right-wing extremist ideology has its roots in nationalism and racism. It is governed by the idea that ethnic affiliation to a nation or race is of the utmost importance for an individual. All other interests and values, including civil and human rights, are subordinate to it.
Right-wing extremists propagate a political system in which the state and the people amalgamate – as an alleged natural order – to form a unity ("ideology of the ethnic community"). Actually, this results in an anti-pluralistic system, leaving no room for democratic decision-making procedures. Right-wing extremism in Germany is not homogeneous in terms of ideology, but all right-wing extremists have in common that ethnic affiliation and xenophobia directed against the principle of equality are overestimated.

As concerns its image, right-wing extremism is no homogeneous, self-contained phenomenon, either. It occurs in various forms, in particular in a juvenile sub-culture of violence-prone, right-wing extremist skinheads, neo-Nazi groupings propagating a totalitarian state, parties striving to gain political influence by running in elections, literature of right-wing extremist authors and publishing houses, agitating intellectually or propagandistically.

The ideology which is hostile to the constitution and mostly contemptuous of human life vents itself in right-wing extremist and in particular xenophobic acts of violence directed against minorities only because of their ethnic origin.
In order to contain right-wing extremist acts of violence and to prevent right-wing extremist propaganda activities which are liable to prosecution, a large number of state measures have been taken against right-wing extremism (especially bans on associations and prohibitions of assemblies). Since late 1992, 24 right-wing extremist organisations have been banned by the Federal Minister of the Interior resp. the ministries/senates for interior affairs of the Federal States.
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(link: http://www.verfassungsschutz.de/en/en_fields_of_work/rightwing_extremism/)

Racism in Russia

Amnesty International highlighted in a report on Wednesday a rise in race-hate attacks in Russia, the authorities' increasing intolerance of dissent, and ongoing human rights violations in the North Caucasus. 

"The number of racist attacks that came to the attention of the media rose; at least 61 people were killed across the country," the organization said in a 400-page human rights report. 

The international rights group said Russian authorities have recognized the problem, and that the number prosecutions for racially motivated crimes has increased, but that these measures have failed to curb racist violence. 

Russia's non-governmental organizations called on Tuesday for drafting a national program to counter racism and xenophobia. The Moscow Human Rights Bureau, citing its data at a news conference, said 126 race-hate crimes were committed in the first five months of this year, in which 66 people were killed and 132 injured. 

Racist attacks occur mainly in big cities, including Moscow, St Petersburg and Nizhny Novgorod, where the majority of foreigners and ethnic minorities live. Voronezh in western Russia, which has a large number of foreign students, has also seen a large number of attacks. 

Amnesty International also traditionally criticized Russia for strict media control and arrests of protestors, human rights activists and political opponents, some of whom have suffered beatings (…).

(From “Amnesty highlights racism in Russia, Chechnya rights violations”, May 28 2008, link: http://en.rian.ru/world/20080528/108657927.html)
The roots of violence in Russia
Much of the problem dates from the late 1980s, the years of Soviet collapse. At that time, members of the Pamyat group dressed in black and openly paraded their anti-semitism. Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the populist leader of the Liberal Democratic party, achieved unexpectedly good results in the 1993 parliamentary elections on the back of nationalist rhetoric; his party came in first, capturing nearly a quarter of the votes cast.

(…)

The change and uncertainty that the collapse of the Soviet Union caused turned Russia into fertile ground for racism. But some journalists and opposition activists believe the alarming recent growth in xenophobic gangs is the result of something far more sinister. They think some interests are benefiting from the rise in nationalist sentiments, and argue that some politicians and secret services might be manipulating events as part of their struggle for power, wealth and influence. Some point out that powerful interest groups in the Kremlin are looking for ways to keep power in the same hands even after the end of Vladimir Putin's presidency in 2008 (…).
(From “Russia: Racism on the rise”, link: http://www.opendemocracy.net/
globalization-institutions_government/racism_3482.jsp

Useful links

· http://www.un.org/WCAR/

· http://www.enar-eu.org/

· http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=1376&URL_DO=

DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html

· http://www.netz-gegen-nazis.com/ 

· http://www.united.non-profit.nl/
· http://www.globalissues.org/HumanRights/Racism.asp
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African students at a rally protesting in April against the killing of a Senegalese student, Lamzar Samba, carry a banner reading 'St. Petersburg is a cemetery for foreigners'


Foto: http://www.rferl.org
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